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SUBSEST: DPanamenian Situation as of 2 P EDT
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) 1. Zecent revorts -that president-elect Arias intenas

to makxe J.castic changes in the top ieadership of the National
card, inciuding the retirement of Tirst Commandant Vallarino
ond “ha “rolief® of other key officers, has prompted coup

talk wacng those officexs likely to be affected. .

Vﬁ ithe dissidents, TrcTIwGIng
‘eI ToIIw% TIO0p COonmmas 5 mave asked General Vallazino to

= ’
~t i uleinatum to Avias.

~, ithough the officers involved have discussed

- over une govermment as early as this evening, the

fon to a¢t apparently hinges on a meeting betwaen
vetitorino and Arias now taking place. Confronted with thic
sort of ultcimatum, Arias may back off, at least temnorarily,
in ordcr to avoid & coup that would prevent his inauguration
next Tussday.
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